
WIND THROUGH
THE OLIVE TREES

Two-Part, accompanied

Arranged by
BECKI SLAGLE MAYO

Range:

Time: Approx. 2:35
*Difficulty: Moderate
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Performance Notes

Although its origin is unknown, Wind Through the Olive Trees has become a Christmas
classic through the years. The First Noel is a traditional English carol that dates back to the
16th century, but was first published in 1833. The word “noel” comes from the Latin natalis,
which has been translated “the Christmas season.” As you sing this anthem, remember that
you are keeping traditions alive that have been passed down for centuries. 

Wind Through the Olive Trees begins in a minor key, portraying the mystery and wonder of
the Christmas season. Listen carefully as you tune the simple, yet lovely, harmonies in this
section. Imagine that you are painting a picture of a time long ago as you sing.

The sparse accompaniment in The First Noel gives singers and listeners the feeling of a
capella singing. So once again, tune carefully, even while singing in unison. Save your forte
singing for the section where the melodies partner, and finish the anthem softly and
meditatively.  
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Traditional English Carol,
Incorporating “THE FIRST OEL”

arranged by BECKI SLAGLE MAYO (ASCAP)
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